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SUB J : ALDERMASTON PLUTONIUM PLANT CLOSED 

REF: LONDON 1330L 

1 . HEADLINED STORY IN TIMES REPORTS MOD DECISION TO 
CLOSE ALL FACILITIES WHERE PLUTONIUM IS USED AT THE 
ATOMIC WEAPONS RESEARCH ESTABLISHMENT AT ALDERMASTON, 
"UNTIL STAFF WORKING ON THE FACILITIES CAN BE GIVEN 
ASSURANCES ON THEIR RADIOLOGICAL HEALTH STATE.” 

2. THE MINISTRY ATTRIBUTED CLOSURE DECISION TO UNION 
PRESSURES. CLOSURE MAY CONTINUE FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. 

SIR EDWIN POCHIN, A SENIOR RADIOLOGIST COMMENCED TWO 
DAYS AGO ON ENQUIRY INTO HEALTH HAZARDS AT THE PLANT. 

3. COMMENT: THE MOD WAS CLEARLY CAUGHT OFF GUARD BY 
THE INITIAL STORIES OF RADIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AT ALDER- 
MASTON. AND WAS SLOW TO REACT. WHILE PRESS STORIES 
CONTINUE TO SUGGEST POOR SAFETY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AT 
ALDERMASTON. MOD HAS YET TO MAKE ANY PUBLIC STATEMENT 
OTHER THAN THE ANNOUNCED CLOSURE. 
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